policies again changed significantly, leading to the admission of many new ethnic groups in large numbers. It is these "new immigrants" now populating many American cities and suburbs who form the subject of The New Americans.
The organization of articles and their sequences is one of the strong points of this book. Following a fine introduction by Reed Ueda and Mary C. Waters, the immigration phenomenon is taken up in thematic articles where both empirical material and scholarly interpretation are masterfully employed. Among the themes treated in this, the first half of the book, are immigration from the global historical perspective, citizenship and nationality policy, ethnic and racial identity, assimilation, language, religion, and education. The articles are organized in a way that reveals various aspects of the new immigration. The first five articles deal with intended and unintended effects of U.S. immigration laws on immigrants; the next two concern the ethnic and racial identities of immigrants, their offspring, and the effects of intermarriage on identity. After three essays taking different approaches to assimilation and transnationalism, the next seven essays take up the effects of immigration on economics, politics, media, religion, language, and education.
Every article includes a comparison of the immigrants of the so-called mass migration movement and those who migrated to US after 1965, thus providing the reader a historical perspective. Moreover, each key term is provided with a definition, a literature review, and interpretations from different perspectives. Following these discussions of the "big picture" in the first half of the book, specific immigrant groups are examined. The second half focuses on migrant-sending regions such as West Africa, East Africa, Canada, Central America, China, Colombia, Western Europe, Central and Southeastern Europe, the Middle East, and North Africa. In these thirty-one articles the reader will find the most recent scholarship on each subject. The articles are arranged in alphabetical order, contributing to the book's encyclopedic nature and adding to its usefulness as a reference work. Each ethnic group is discussed within the historical framework of its first entry into the USA in considerable numbers, mostly during the so-called mass migrations that took place between 1850 and 1930. The reader is thus provided a background and an historical scheme illustrating how the characteristics of a given immigrant group and government policies towards them both changed over time. The immigration issues discussed in the first part of the book, i.e., transnationlism, assimilation, ethnic media, education, language and religion are employed in the specific analyses of these groups. The analyses are supported admirably by charts and tables full of statistics. An appendix provides a useful list of all the immigration laws passed between 1790 and 2005, giving both their official and popular names, such as the Act of 1965, known also as the Hart-Celler Act after its lawmakers.
Immigration, which became a visible national debate in the 1920's, is still a subject that shapes domestic and foreign policies of the United States. Assimilation and integration of immigrants has always been an important issue, and once again it had become a public debate since prejudice against certain ethnic and religious groups became more pronounced after 9/11. A comprehensive and inclusive guide to immigration such as The New Americans, consisting of articles by distinguished scholars from diverse backgrounds, is an excellent reference for students of history, political science, and international relations, for scholars, and for everyone who wants to learn more about the current debates and dynamics surrounding the immigration phenomenon in the United States.
